
MICR3988 (iGEM) enrolment procedure 2022   
 

As part of the enrolment procedure for this unit, you need to provide the UoS coordinator 
with the documents below, in addition to enrolling through Sydney Student as usual.   

• Statement of intent  
• Curriculum vitae  
• Study plan  

Please combine all three of the above required documents together into one pdf file, and 
upload this into Sydney Student as ‘supporting documentation’ when you enrol.  

Your academic transcript is also needed, but this is should already be uploaded in the 
Sydney Student system, so you don’t need to add this to your application document.  

More details are given below. Email nicholas.coleman@sydney.edu.au with any questions. 
 

Statement of intent   

The ‘statement of intent’ is a formal persuasive argument that you will submit to the iGEM unit of 
study coordinator to convince them to enrol you into the unit. If you are successful in your 
application to the team, this statement will then become one of the assessment items for the unit of 
study (10% of total UoS mark). This statement should be no more than 1 A4 page in length 
(approx. 600-700 words) and should focus on addressing the following two criteria:  

• Why do you want to join the USyd iGEM team?  
• What valuable skills and experience do you bring to the team?  

A few things to consider when writing your persuasive argument:  

• So called ‘soft skills’ (e.g. communication, leadership, teamwork) are just as important as 
‘hard skills’ (e.g. completed units of study), so do mention these where appropriate  

• You should draw upon your own life experiences and outlook to make the document 
personal and influential. What are your unique perspectives/skills/experiences?  

• Give specific examples to support your arguments. e.g. don’t just say “I am a great team 
player”. Instead, provide evidence for this.  

• Its OK to think big and be ambitious, especially when talking about why you want to get 
involved in iGEM… where could this experience lead you?  

• Don’t limit yourself just to your formal university education when making arguments for your 
value to the team. Have you undertaken other employment or activities which have given 
you other valuable personal qualities or expertise?  

• In the case of prior experience of other units of study, be specific about why these would 
make you well-placed to join the team. e.g. have you worked with DNA or microbes 
before? do you understand lab safety issues? have you made a webpage or coded a 
computer program?   

• Do your homework. Look at the iGEM headquarters webpage and previous USyd iGEM 
team pages to understand what the competition involves and what your main output will be. 
Links to some of these are given below.  

https://old.igem.org/Main_Page  

https://2021.igem.org/Team:Sydney_Australia  

https://2019.igem.org/Team:Sydney_Australia  
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Study plan  

MICR3988 / iGEM is not a normal unit of study. It runs across both semesters and also in the 
break between semesters. For most team members, it will involve large amounts of lab time, 
typically a lot more than other third-year bioscience units. It also usually involves international 
travel to present your work at the Giant Jamboree (4 days in late October or early November). 
Attendance at the Jamboree is an essential part of the experience, and you need to be available 
and willing to commit to this travel (don’t worry, most of your travel costs will be paid!). This 
travel will depend on a covid safety assessment, and is not guaranteed at this stage.  

The study plan should define the role MICR3988/iGEM will play in your degree. You need to 
reassure the UoS coordinator that this unit will not cause problems for your degree structure or 
progression, graduation, majors etc. Do you have sufficient space in your timetable? Can you 
commit sufficient face-to-face time in the lab? Are you overloading your units too much?  

In past years, iGEM has been able to be counted towards diverse majors including MICR, 
BCHM, GEGE, and even MATH. This connection to majors may need to be negotiated on a 
case-by-case basis for each student, depending on their role in the team and their majors.  

 

Curriculum vitae  

• Maximum three A4 pages in length.  
• Focus on experiences and skills that are relevant to this opportunity 
• Highlight personal qualities that make you a good candidate for the position  

 


